INDIAN NATIONAL PORTAGE ASSOCIATION
Indian National Portage Association (INPA) is a Non-Profit, Professional, Educational, Non-Government, Voluntary Organization with its Headquarters at Chandigarh, India. It is an affiliate of International Portage Association (IPA), USA. IPA consists of a focussed group of professionals, parents & individuals who are interested in research, service and policies related to children with or at risk of a disability and their families. IPA is active in more than 100 countries of the world.

INPA is registered under Societies Registration Act 1860, No.2282 and is also FCRA Registered and Tax exempted. It is an Action Oriented, Research & Services based Organization, dedicated to the welfare of children 'at-risk' of developmental delays / learning disabilities / mental retardation and welfare of the women / families. It has Zonal Representatives all over the country, to promote the Portage movement and offer Portage services as well as Early Intervention Services to the children with special needs. How ever, for the past few years, INPA is spreading its wings for many more activities including starting new courses, recognized by International and / or National Bodies. 

AIMS & OBJECTIVIES OF INPA

Indian National Portage Association is mainly dedicated to helping normalize children with or at risk of developmental delays, learning disabilities and mental retardation as well as helping their families and also offer special need-based education and training for other segments of society. It is primarily based on the premises that more than simple humanitarian care is required for such children and that Portage Home/Institution/Center Based Services and other Programmes can meet this need. Its aims and objectives would help promote the National Policy of Education (1986) which lays stress on Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programmes through family and community involvement. It also promotes aims and objectives of other National Bodies such as Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI), National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS), etc for providing Education/Special Education/Human Resource Development and Services to special groups of children.

WHAT MAKES INPA UNIQUE

INPA is a unique organization in more than one ways. It is unique not only because it has brought the System  of Portage to India but because it has adapted the Classic Portage Model to the Indian environment.

INPA's uniqueness lies in the following special facts

· Early identification, diagnosis, Early intervention & Early remediation

· Human Resource Development in the areas of Portage Training, Learning Disabilities, Special Courses etc. 

· Partnership of Professionals, Para-Professionals and Non-Professionals including partnership with families. 

· Adaptability of programmes, based on field  researches 

· Continually seeking excellence 

· Involvement of parents / women in planning, designing and implementing.

· Focus on all-round development 

· Short and Long-term programmes / field experiences

· Multi-agency approach

· Multi-disciplinary approach

· Arranging referral services

WHAT IS PORTAGE SERVICE

Portage derived its name from a small town in Wisconsin (U.S.A) where the first home-teaching scheme began in 1969-a place which was Portage or a crossover from body of water to land. This is how it is used as a crossover or bridge-a way of transferring knowledge and skills from Professionals to Para-Professionals and to Non-Professionals. It is also known as Portage because the services are carried out to the door- step of the needy. The term Portage is now being used as i) a Concept , ii) an Educational Construct and iii) an Educational Service. The Classic Portage Model was developed by David Shearer & Marsha Shearer in 1972. It has been adapted and tried in India under various Models by the President of INPA Prof. Tehal Kohli and her team of workers since 1980. It is continually being adapted as and when required as the Model has lot of scope of flexibility.

ACTIVITIES & BENEFICIARIES OF INPA:

INPA is a Multifaceted Service, Personnel Training, Research & Development based Educational Professional Organisations that undertakes various types of Educational Counselling, Training, Activities, Research Programs and offers Special Vocational Courses.

         As a Special Education Resource Centre, activities of INPA can be outlined as explained in the figure at the end.

For further details visit : www.inpa.org.in

INPA'S EXPANDING ACTIVITIES

I.HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT / PERSONNEL TRAINING

A. COURSES BEING RUN BY INPA AND APPROVED BY IPA, USA

(i) Certificate Course in Pre-School Education and Portage  Classroom Management (Eligibility : B.A./B.Sc./B.Com or its equivalent)

(ii) Certificate Course in Management and Training of Learning Disabled (Eligibility : B.A./B.Sc./B.Com or its equivalent)

B. STUDY CENTER OF RCI COURSES (MIN. OF SOCIAL JUSTICE & EMPOWERMENT, GOI)

(i) Foundation Course in Education of Children with Disabilities -3 months, thrice a year by Distant Mode 

(Eligibility: Any in-service teacher at any level. After doing this course there is no need of experience certificate for admission to B.Ed. Special) 

(ii) Diploma in Early Childhood Special Education for MR 

( I Year regular Course for the first time in Northern India with bright future job- prospects)

(iii) CRE Courses as and when they are run.

C. STUDY CENTER OF of the following Courses of BANGALORE UNIVERSITY & CBR NETWORK, BANAGALORE (RCI Approved Courses)

(i) P.G. Diploma in Community Based Rehabilitation-Planning and Management (1 Year)

(ii) Diploma in Community Based Rehabilitation(1 Year)

(iii) Certificate Course: (1 month duration each)

    a. Indian Portage on Early Childhood Development 

    b. Inclusive Education 

    c. Planning and Management of NGOs

D.  STUDY CENTER OF NIOS 

(i) Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)

    (Eligibility: 10th Class;          Duration: I Year)                  

(ii) Certificate Course in Toy-Making & Joyful Learning

    (Eligibility: 10th Class;          Duration: I Year)

(iii) Certificate Course in Secretariat Practices(PA/PS)

    (Eligibility: 10th Class;         Duration: I Year)

(iv) Certificate Course in Computer Applications (CCA)

    (Eligibility: 10th Class;         Duration: I Year)

(v) Certificate Course in Desk Top Publishing (DTP) 

    (Eligibility: 10th Class;         Duration: 6 months)

Course in Pipeline:

(vi) Diploma in Management & Training for Children with Learning Difficulties (1 Year), (Note: Preference in admission would be given to special needs children or their teachers/ trainers.)

For more details visit website : www.inpa.org.in
MEMBERSHIP / DONATION FORM

Membership to INPA is open to everyone feeling concerned for/or associated with Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) i.e. Professionals, Para Professionals, and Non-Professionals.

MEMBERSHIP FEE STRUCTURE

Membership 
Enrolment
Annual
Life

Category
Fee
Subscription
Membership


(Rs.)
(Rs.)
(Rs.)


Patrons
-
-
10,000

Professional Member
100
100
750




$ 50(for foreigners)

Associate/Life Member
100
50
750

Corporate
150
250
7500

Student
50
50
750

Appeal for Donations (Any amount Rs./ U.S.$.............
(FCRA Registered. All donations are exempted from income tax under 80G)

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Receipt No. ..........................Dated..............................
Membership No............................For the Year ..........
MEMBERSHIP  FORM

Kindly enroll me as a Patron/Professional / Life Member/Associate / Corporate / Student (please tick mark)

OR I donate Rs./$ ____________for INPA

NOTE: Life members and Institutional members are entitled for free Portage Training Kit. If required: Yes / No

Name___________________________Age_______
Educational Qualifications_____________________

Occupation________Designation________________

Address____________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
I agree to abide by the terms and conditions of membership and am enclosing my membership fee and annual subscription amounting to Rs. ..................
by cash/cheque/demand draft No.................................
drawn on...................................................bank in favour of “Indian  National Portage Association” and payable at Chandigarh for Membership/Donations.

Ph.No. (O) ....................Mobile...................................

Ph.No. (R) .....................E-mail...................................
Fax...........................................
Date.............................    
                                                           Signature
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II.  SETU-INPA: An Early Intervention,                                  
        Remedial and Counselling Center

SETU-INPA under ‘Aspiration Day Care Center Scheme’ sponsored by National Trust provides FREE Action Oriented Learning and Counselling Services to children with Special Needs. SETU aims at equipping these children with the required skills and technology so that ultimately they can be part of the Mainstream Schools. 

INPA ANNOUNCES THE FOLLOWING FREE SERVICES (till further orders): For parents, administrators and pre-school teachers of special children from birth to six years as follows:

· Free Psychological Testing and Counselling to parents & children 

· Free Medical Check –up.

· Free Physio-therapy.

· Free need based Early Day-Care 

· Free snacks

· Free long term services for children from birth to six years (up to 20 seats ) 
· Timings : from 10 am to 1.00 pm on all working Mondays to Fridays.

TARGET GROUPS OF CHILDREN COVERED BY SETU-INPA

1. Mentally retarded or Children ‘at-risk ‘of developmental delays in specific areas e.g. language, cognition, motor, self help, social etc.
2.  CP children, autistic children and children with Multiple Disabilities
3. Children with early intervention, educational, vocational and personal guidance needs (birth-18 years). 

4. Slow Learners.
5. Children with learning disabilities e.g. dyslexic/ dyscalculic children, needing Remediation 
6. Children with behavioural problems 
7. Children needing Educational, Vocational and Personal Counselling
8. Plans to extend services for 'Inclusion' and for other Categories of Handicaps / Disabilities / Special Needs children. 

  The following services are offered at the Center:
· Identification of children with/at risk of developmental delays /learning disabilities 

· Assessment of IQ, Memory, Aptitude, Learning Disabilities, Personality etc.

· Early intervention and Portage training for children with developmental delays in specific areas e.g. language, cognitive, motor, self-help & social skills.

· Remediation of children with learning disabilities                                                                        in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Comprehension and Mathematical Skills 

· Counselling and Personal Guidance for children with behavioural/ emotional problems

· Basic computer skills for children with special needs.

III. Researches 

Action Oriented Researches have been carried out informally since 1980 and formally since March '94 at State, National and International Level under Dr. Tehal Kohli & INPA.

(For more details, visit : www.inpa.org.in

IV. Networking of Services throughout India and Abroad

INPA has a membership of the following categories


Patrons- 13

Corporate Members-4


Life members- 370 (upto April, 2009)

V. Clearing House

(a) Dissemination of Information material about Portage & other Special Services.

(b) Publication of Portage Training Kits in Hindi & Punjabi

Future Plans: To publish INPA's Newsletter etc.

For further details visit:  www.inpa.org.in
BOARD MEMBERS

INPA has Board Members at (i) International Level (ii) National Level (iii) Executive Board (iv) Zonal Representatives, as provided here under.

INTERNATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

David E. Shearer (USA)

Dr. Seaun Cameron (UK)

Prof. Kaoru Yamaguchi (JAPAN)

Prof. Peter Mittler (UK)

Mrs. Julia Herwig (USA)

Prof. R.I. Brown (CANADA)

Mollie White (UK)

NATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

Prof. J N Joshi (D.U.I Retd.)

Prof. Mrs. Bambah (Ex M.C.)

Dr. B.N.S. Walia

Prof. Samriti Swarup

Dr. B S Chavan (GMCH)

Dir. D S Bedi

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President -Dr.( Prof.) Tehal Kohli

Secretary - Dr. Pushpa Chaudhary

Treasurer - Dr. G S Sodhi

Members

Dr. Batani Devi

Ms. Krishna Verma

Ms. Gurpal Kaur
Prof. Adarsh Kohli (PGI)

Ms. Amrinder Kaur

Er.R.A. Sakuja 

Mr. Rajiv Prakash

Er. K.K. Gupta

Capt. A. S. Kohli

Dr. S Lavasa (Paed)


ZONAL REPRESENTATIVES

North Zone - Dr. Sangeeta (K.U.),Dr. Renu Arora

South Zone - Prof. Cynthia Pandian (VicChancellor), 

                      Dr. T G Krisnamurthy, 
        Ms. Indumati Rao

West Zone - Dr. D. H. Mehta

Dr. TEHAL KOHLI
(Prof. Emeritus & President INPA)
Office:
                               Res.: 1143, Sector 33-C,

Indian National Portage Association
                         Chandigarh-160 020 (India)

Karuna Sadan, First Floor,         Phone: 91-172-2600951 (R) 

Room No. 14-15, Sector 11-B,               9417372091 (M)
Telefax : 91-172-2749994 (O)
Chandigarh-160 011, (India)

E-mail: tehalkohli@gmail.com

             tehalkohli@hotmail.com

Website : www.inpa.org.in
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